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Mona Lisa

by Brenda M. Weber

Behind kaleidoscopic eyes

there's no mystery there that lies.
She's the one to see it all

from her position on a wall.

We look for something in her smile,
We stand to study her awhile,

Her face of beauty that we seek.

What would she say if she could speak?

Is her beauty, oh, so rare?

Was Mona just a maiden fair?

Is she a mirror image of me?

Is that what I'm supposed to see?
Mona's portrait on the wall —

A combination of us all.

There's a touch of someone there
in the beauty of her hair.

That hint of prism in her eyes
makes her appear to be so wise.
The playful curvature of her lip
On her cheeks can dance a quip.
She's a beauty this Mona Lisa

but so is the Leaning Tower of Pisa.

What is the mystery there that lies
Behind kaleidoscopic eyes...?

B kanengockone TBOMX rrnas

He MoXeT CKpbITbCA JIKMBbLIN CKas.

TBOW B3rNsa Bcex BUAUT HAC cenyac,

Tbl CMOTpPULLB CO CTEHbI HA Hac.

CTOoMM Mbl, MAAA HA NOPTPET,

B ynbibke vLiemM Mbl CEKpPET.

Hac maHuT geBbl KpacorTa.

O, yT0O OHa ckasaTb Morna,

Korga 6 ycta cBou oTKpbina?

O, TaK nn KpacoTa e€ pegka?

N kem xe, MoHa Jlnza, Tbl Obina?
Cny>kaHKo nperiecCTHOM Unn CUHLOPUHON?
A MOXEeT, OHa — OTpaXXeHbe Moe?
JloBnto YyepThl 1 cxoacTBa Ha NOpPTpPeETE.
Ckaxunte, B YEM Xe TanHCTBO €€,

nu B Hen obpa3s Bcex nogen Ha ceete?
ECTb 4TO-TO B HEXXHOW NpEnecTn e€ BOJSIOC,
A Onuk 3aragku, cnpsiTaHHbIA BO B3rnsige,
O MyagpocTn ee HamM roBOPUT.

N3rnb mrpmebin ryb, pymMsiHeL, Ha LLieKax
FOpwT.

O, kak npekpacHa MoHa Jlnza!
CpaBHUTCA ¢ Hen nuib 6aLuHs MNnabl.

Ho 410 X 3a TarHa cnpsATaHa oT Hac

B kanengockone eé rnas?




B. Answer the questions.
1) In the situation described in the poem where is the poet and what can she see around
her?
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2) Whose are the “kaleidoscopic eyes™”
3) How do vou understand the line “Mona’s portrait on the wall — a combination of us

all”?
4) Why does the poet first say that the Mona Lisa sees the mystery behind human eyes but

finishes the poem by asking “What is the mystery there...?”
5) Why do people create art?




A. Work in pairs or in small groups and decide which of the following are not part
of culture.

1) music, literature and other arts 7) our values

2) countries and continents 8) the language we speak

3) the way we see the world 9) our customs, traditions and habits
and ourselves 10) rules and laws by which people

4) people’s ideas and beliefs live in community

5) human mind and body 11) the environment in which we live

6) our way of behaviour 12) the clothes we wear




B. It's not easy to define culture. A man called Philip Bock once said: “Culture
is what makes you a stranger when you are away from home.” How can you
comment on it?




A.constant ['konstoant] — nocTosstHHbIN
diverse [dai'va:s] — pasHooOpa3HbIf, OTIHYHBIH
estimate ['estimeit] — ouLeHUBaTh
refer [ri1'fa:] — 1) UMeTh OTHOIIEHHE; 2) CCHIIATHLCS, OTCHLUIATH
reflect [r1'flekt] — 1) oTpaxartb(csi): 2) pa3MbILLLIATD
reveal [r1:vil] — oOHapyXuTh; MPOSIBUTH, PACKPBITH
shape [{eip] n — dopma
shape v — ¢dopmMupoBarthb
value ['valju:] n — uenHocrn
value v — LeHUTH
no matter — He BaXHO, BCE paBHO
in spite of something — HecMoTps Ha
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A. Match the words and their definitions and make up sentences with them.

1) shape
2) constant
3) diverse
4) estimate
5) refer

6) reflect
7) reveal
8) value

a) to form an opinion of the value, quality, size or cost of something
b) to influence the way a person or a situation develops

¢) to describe something or to be about something

d) to think about something carefully and seriously

e) to let something become known

f) continuous or regular over a long period of time

£) to consider someone or something to be important

h) very different from each other




ﬂ Read the text and complete it with the phrases that follow (a—h). There is one
phrase you don't have to use,

What Is Culture?

The word “culture” has many different meanings.
For some people it is a term that can be
referred to music, visual arts! and literature, For oth-
ers culture includes knowledge, beliefs, values, mor-
als, laws, customs and traditions and different pat-
terns? of human behaviour. They are learnt by mem-
bers of social groups and (1) ... . Thus culture helps
civilizations to survive.

Culture reveals itself through its products like our
written languages, buildings, works of art and other
man-made objects. Archaeologists find broken pots,
(2) ... . These artifacts?® reflect the culture of the civili-
zations which used them. But culture is more than
that. Through culture we understand what is accept-
able and what is not, (3) ... . It helps to estimate our
actions, to socialize; it shapes our personalitics,
teaches us rules of behaviour.

Culture is a collective phenomenon and cannot
exist in a single individual, (4) ... . Being an impor-
tant part of every society, it creates a feeling of
belonging and togetherness.

Every society has a different culture, which gives it
identity and makes it unique,

When people speak of Italian, Russian or Japanese
culture, they are referring to the shared language, traditions and beliefs that set cach of
these peoples apart! from others, In most cases, (5) ... do so because they acquired it as
they were raised by parents and other family members who have it.

In spite of the vast diversity, there are certain elements of culture that are universal,
(6) ..., no matter where they live. For example, all people use a language consisting of a
limited set of (7) ..., all people use age and gender to classify people (baby, teenager,
senior citizen, man, woman etc), all people make jokes and play games, all create art.

Culture is constantly changing, and each generation brings something new to its de-
velopment. Moreover, different cultures have a tendency to exchange certain cultural
elements.

a) those who share your culture

b) which makes them similar to each other
¢) what is good and what is bad ! pattern | paetn] ~ Mo, obpasert

d) it is shared by people artefact (artifact) ['o:tfrkt] — aprehax, . ¢. npeaser, oGLeKT, COMAHHNA MHOTO €T
cr: ::::‘C‘:;(;‘(’)‘:::‘:ll::)l:;‘];l";iln?ll‘lelslum HAKA W uMeronti HCTOPHYECKOE SHAYCHIE

g) they are shared by all cultures around the world * 10 set somebody apart — pasieiars
h) tools, jewelry and other things

visual arts [ vizual ‘a:ts] — naolGpasireanHoe HCKYCCTHO




n Match the words in the two columns and complete the sentences with the word
combinations.

1) shaped a) her good taste

2) diverse b) to this information
3) reveal ¢)of land

4) refer | d) the plasticine

5) reflect ¢) the time of the trip
6) constant ) my secret

7) value g) backgrounds

8) estimated h) talking

1) We ... carefully, we knew it wouldn’t take longer than two hours and a half. 2) Your ...
will make the teacher angry. 3) The boy ... into the figure of a dog. 4) The pupils in the
class come from ... . 5) Mary’s clothes always ... . 6) | was careful not to ... again as |
didn’t want to hurt anyone's feelings. 7) Don't ... to anybody: let it be between you and
me. 8) The ... in this area has gone up in recent years.




B Read the text “What Is Culture?” (Ex. 6) again and write out of it the English
equivalents for the following:
1) 18 oKX JuoAei... WIS APYIrHX...; 2) MOICIH YCI0OBCYCCKOrO MOBCACHMS; 3) NOMO-
FAeT UMBWIM3ALUMAM HE MCYEIHYThL, 4) KYALTYPa NPOSBAfAETCA. 5) npeaMeTsi, co-
IMAHHBIC PYKAMM HEI0BCKA; 6) YTO NPUHSTO, 8 4T0 HeT: 7) QOPMHUPYET HALUM JIHYHOC-
TH, 8) HYBCTBO NPHHAVICKHOCTH M 001HOCTH, 9) B GoablMHCTe Cayyaes, 10) oun
BOCIMTHBANMCE pOAMTEISAMH, |1) NOABIYIOTCH KATENOPHAMM BO3pacTa M rewaepa.
12) ODMEHMBATLCSH ONPEACICHHBIMMY ATEMEHTAMM CBOMX KYALTVD.




ﬂ Complete the text with the derivatives of the words on the 1) difference
(pasHuua);
2) broadly
There is a (1) ... of opinion whether or not we are the only (LLMPOKOM);
animal that creates and uses culture. The answer to this ques- ’
tion depends on how culture is defined. If the term is used (2)
.. and understood as a complex of (3) ... behaviour patterns, (YCBOEHHbIX);
then it is clear that we are not alone in creating and using cul- 4) especially
ture. Many other animal species teach their young what they (0coBeHHO);
themselves learned to survive. This is (4) ... true of the chim-
panzees and other relatively (5) ... apes and monkeys. Wild
chimpanzee mothers typically teach their children about (YMHbIM);
food, plants and social rules within their community. As teen- 6) hunting
agers they acquire (6) ... skills from adults. This (7) ... is not (OXOTHUYBUM);
put into their brains at birth. They learn these behaviour pat-
terns just as humans do.

Is Culture Limited to Humans?

3) learned

5) intelligent

7) knowledge
(3HaHue).




