Modal Verbs

The modal verbs are: can, could, may, might, must, ought to, will, would, shall, and should.
They do not take -s in the third person singular. He can ride fast. They come before the subject
in questions and are followed by ‘not’ in negations. “Could I leave now?" “I'm afraid you can't
leave.” The modal verbs are followed by an infinitive without to except for ‘ought to’. She could
leave early but she really ought to stay till the end. Each modal verb normally has more than one
use. Shall | help you with the dishes? (offer) Shall we go out tonight? (suggestion)

¢ Certain verbs or expressions have virtually the same meaning as some modals. These are:
need (= must), had better (= should), have to/have got to (= must), be able to (= can),
used to (= would), etc. / have got to hurry to catch the bus. (= | must hurry.)

o We use modal verbs to express: ability, advice, criticism, logical assumptions, necessity,
offers, obligation/duty, permission, possibility, probability, prohibition, requests or
suggestions,



can and could

Functions of Modal Verbs and Synonymous Expressions
Use Present/Future Past

abilty  He can read Arabic. He could/was able to read Arabic when he
was four, (repeated action - ability in the past
She's able to run a marathon. e was able o ride a bike when he was ten.

can + infinitive (can do / can play / can come etc.):

do 4 do?
[/we/you/they | can play [/we/you/they | play?
; can )
he/she/it can’t (cannot) | see he/she/it see?
come etc. come? elc,

SR o o




I can do something = I know how to do it, or it is possible for me to do it:
O I can play the piano. My brother can play the piano too.
(1 Sarah can speak Italian, but she can’t speak Spanish.
0O ‘Can you swim?  “Yes, but I'm not a very good swimmer.
O ‘Can you change twenty pounds?”  ‘I'm sorry, [ can’t’
O ’m having a party next week, but Paul and Rachel can’t come.

For the past (yesterday / last week etc.), we use could/couldn’t:
0 When 1 was young, I could run very fast.
0 Before Maria came to Britain, she couldn’t understand much English. Now she can
understand everything.
0 I was tired last night, but | couldn’t sleep.
O I had a party last week, but Paul and Rachel couldn’t come.

an you ... 2 Could you ... 2 Can I ... 2 Could I ... ?

We use Can you ... ? or Could you ... ? when we ask people to do things:
an you open the door, please? or Could you open the door.
O Can zait a moment, please? or Could you wai

We use Can I have ... 2 or Could I have ... ? to ask for something:
O (in a shop) Can I have these postcards, please? or Could I have ... ?

Can I ... 2 orCould I ... ? = is it OK to do something?:
OO0 Tom, can I borrow your umbrella? or Tom, could I borrow your umbrella?
0 (on the phone) Hello, can I speak to Gary, please? or ... could I speak ... ?



Complete these sentences. Use can or can’t + one of these verbs:

-come find hear see speak
1 I’m sorry, but we ..Can't come  to your party next Saturday.
2 I like<this hotel 100m. YOU .....cooniiiciisniniiiimmissmuii the mountains from the window.
3 “You are speaking very quictly. T ..uesaucamasummissJou:
4 Have you seen my bag? I ... N —— it.
5 erine got the job because she ... five languages.

Complete these sentences. Use can't or couldn't + one of these verbs:
decide eat find go go sleep-

1 1 was tired, but 1 . couldn't sleep .

2 T'wasn’t hungry yesterday. T ... T sy my dinner.

3 Kite doesn't know whit $6 . do. She€ v s .

4 ] wanted to speak to Martin yesterday, but X ..o O him.

5 JaMeS .. T Ehe concert next Saturday. He has to work.

6 Paula . tO the meeting last week. She was ill.



should + infinitive

(should do / should watch etc.):

[/we/you/they
he/she/it

should
shouldn’t

do

stop

go

watch etc.

You should do something = it is a good thing to do, it is the right thing to do:
O Tom doesn’t study enough. He should study harder.
0 It’s a good film. You should go and see it.
00 When you play tennis, you should always watch the ball.

You shouldn’t do something = it is not a good thing to do.
Shouldn’t = should not:
0 Tom shouldn’t go to bed so late.
0 You watch TV all the time. You shouldn’t watch TV so much.



We often say I think ... should ...

I think ... should ... :
0 I think Lisa should buy some new clothes.
(= I think it 1s a good idea.)
O It’s late. I think [ should go home now.
01 A: Shall I buy this coat?
B: Yes, [ think you should.

I don’t think ... should ... :
00 I don’t think you should work so hard.
(= I don’t think 1t 1s a good 1dea.)
0 I don’t think we should go yet. It’s too early.

Do you think ... should ... 7
01 Do you think I should buy this hat?
0 What time do you think we should go home?

Another way to say should is ought to:
O It’s a good film. You ought to go and see it. (= you should go)
0 I think Lisa ought to buy some new clothes. (= Lisa should buy)



Write about the people in the pictures. Use He/She shouldn't ... sg ..,

7 ( You wakch A

2

1 __She shouldn't watch TV so much. 3

2 He ... R
Write sentences with | think ... should ... and | dont think ... should ... .
1 We have to get up early tomorrow. (go home now) o think we should, go_home now.
2 That coat is too big for you. (buy it) ...\ dont think you should buy it.
3 You doii't iiéed youtEar. Bell 1) o muinonemmms s it R
4 Karen needs a rest. (have a holiday) ... R R e s
5 Sally and Dan are too young. (et mMarried) ... e
6 YouYe fiot well this ihorhing, (90 t6 Work) «oce e as s, :
7 James isn’t well today. (go to the doctor) ... R ST R
8 The hotel is too expensive for us. (stay there) ... ———



must + infinitive (must do / must work etc.):

do
[/we/you/they go
he/she/it R see
eat etc.

Must is stronger than should:
0 It’s a good film. You should go and see it.
O It’s a fantastic film. You must go and see it.

I must (do something) = I need to do it:
O I’'m very hungry. | must eat something.
O It’s a fantastic film. You must see it.
O The windows are very dirty. We must clean them.

For the past (yesterday / last week etc.), we use had to ... (nof must):
O I was very hungry. | had to eat something. (nof I must eat)
0O We had to walk home last night. There were no buses. (not We must walk)



mustn’t (= must not)

I mustn’t (do something) = it is necessary not to do it,
it 1s the wrong thing to do:
0 I must hurry. | mustn’t be late.
O [ mustn’t forget to phone Jane.
(= I must remember to phone her)
0 Be happy! You mustn’t be sad. (= don’t be sad)
O You mustn’t touch the pictures.
(= don’t touch the pictures)

don’t need to

I don’t need (to do something) = it is not necessary:
0 1 don’t need to go yet. I can stay a little longer.
0 You don’t need to shout. I can hear you OK.

You can also say don’t have to ... :
& I don’t have to go yet. I can stay a little longer.

Compare don’t need to and mustn’t:
00 You don’t need to go. You can stay here if you want.
0 You mustn’t go. You must stay here.



Complete the sentences. Use must + these verbs:

be eat go learn meet wash win
1 I'm very hungry. 1. must eat  something.
2 Marilyn is a very interesting person. YOu ... S . her.
5 MMy handsarsidinny. L ccomevmmmommmmmmmennns. SISO
4 You S ... to drive. It will be very useful.
> (R C—— ... to the post office. | need some stamps.
6 The game tomorrow is very important for us. We ... TR
7 You can’t always have things immediately. You ..., patient.

Write | must or | had to.

1 ...0Lhad to . walk home last night. There were no buses.
2 it o O TIOW:
3 1 don’t usually work on Saturdays, but last Saturday ... WoIK.

G o get up early tomorrow. I've got a lot to do.
5 I went to London by train last week. The train was full and ... stand all the way.

6 1 was nearly late for my appointment this morning. .................. run to get there on time.
7 1 forgot to phone David yesterday. ... phone him later today.



Write must / mustn’t [ had to / don't need to.

Or = WV —

~l

9
10

You ...don't need. to . go. You can stay here if you want.

It’s a fantastic film. You ...Must . see it.

The restaurant won'’t be busy tonight. We ... ... Teserve a table.
I was very busy last week. I ..o e p— work every evening.

[ want to know what happened. You ... O — tell me.

(1 W S R tell Sue what happened. I don’t want her to know.
R hurry or I'll be late.

‘Why were you so late?” ‘I ... R P— wait half an hour for a bus!
WE ot decide now. We can decide later.

It’s Llsas DIEthAAV Rt WeEK.: 1 viviiinminmmiimsiminmris forget to buy her a present.



I have to do something = it is necessary
for me to do it, [ am obliged to do it

to do

[/we/you/they have e i

fiehibelc Tas | B0
tOo wear ctc.

0O I'll be late for work tomorrow. I have to go to the dentist.
O Jane starts work at 7 o’clock, so she has to get up at 6.
O You have to pass a test before you can get a driving licence.

The past (yesterday / last week etc.) is had to ... :
O I was late for work yesterday. | had to go to the dentist.
@ We had to walk home last night. There were no buses.



In questions and negatives we use do/does (present) and did (past):

[/we/you/they don’t

he/she/it doesn’t

present
do [/we/you/th
b e have to ... ?
does he/she/it
past
. . | I/we/you/they :
did he/she/it have to ... ?

[/we/you/they | .., ,
he/she/it didn’t have to ...

0O What time do you have to go to the dentist tomorrow?

0O Does Jane have to work on Sundays?

0 Why did they have to leave the party early?

have to ...




must and have to

You can use must or have to when you say what you think is necessary, when you give your
opinion:
0 It’s a fantastic film. You must see it. or You have to see it.

When you are not giving your personal opinion, use have to (not must). Compare:
00 Jane won't be at work this afternoon. She has to go to the doctor.
(this is not my personal opinion — it is a fact)
O Jane isn’t well. She doesn’t want to go to the doctor, but I told her she must go.
(this is my personal opinion) |



Complete the sentences. Use have to or has to + these verbs:

do hit  read speak travel wear
1 My eyes are not very good. I .have to wear  olasses.
2 At the end of the course all the students ... & UESE.
3 Sarah is studying literature. She ... @ 10t Of bOOKS.
4 Albert doesn’t understand much Engllsh You ......................................................................... very slowly to him.
5 Kate is not often at home. She ... i a lot in her job.
6: 1N tennis You commmennaasmsmmisiinm the ball over the net.

Complete the sentences. Use have to or had to + these verbs:
answer buy change go walk

| We .. had to walk  home last night. There were no buses.

D> TS Hate: T ..o i s now. I'll see you tomorrow.

3 1 went to the supermarket after work yesterday. I ... some food.

4 This train doesn’t go all the way to London. You ... SN at Bristol.

5 We did an exam yesterday. We . six questions out of ten,



Complete the questions. Some are present and some are past.

/1

ﬁ have to get up early tomorrovh AV hat time .40, You have to geb up

1 ?
2 | George had to wait a long time. A I s e DS s ?
3 Liz has to go somewhere. Where . ?
4 We had to pay a lot of money. How muah ............................................ e ?
5

\ [ have to do some work/ &X/lnt CRACEN asuussmmmnsas s R y

Which is correct? Sometimes must and have to are both correct. Sometimes only one
correct.

1 It’s a fantastic film. You must see / have to see it.  (both are correct)
2 Julia won’t be at work this afternoon. She must-ge-/ has to go to the doctor.
(has to go is correct)
3 You can’t park your car here for nothing. You must pay / have to pay.
4 1 didn’t have any money with me last night, so I must borrow / had to borrow some.
5 I eat too much chocolate. I really must stop / have to stop.
6 Paul 1s in a hurry. He must meet / has to meet somebody in five minutes.
7 What’s wrong? You must tell / have to tell me. [ want to help you.




