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The meeting had already started
by the time | arrived.
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past future
now



when we are talking about an event that happened at a particular time in the past

For actions that began in the past and continue up to the present (with non-continuous verbs)

To talk about specific actions that were in progress around a particular time in the past

For recent past events that have a result in the present

To talk about recent events, especially when giving some news

For actions that happened at unspecific time in the past

When we are talking about a sequence of actions in the past

To talk about action that happened before a specific time in the past

With action verbs to say how long an action or event has been in progress (for...,
since...)

To describe a scene in the past



