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Coco Chanel (19.08.1883 – 10.01.1971) - French fashion designer.

 

Coco Chanel (Gabrielle Bonheur) was a prominent French designer of 
clothes. She was born on August the 19th, 1883 in Saumur. Her mother died 
when she was hardly twelve. Her father didn’t want to take responsibility for 
five children and they were sent to the shelter for the poor. When Gabrielle 
was 18, she got a job of a shop-assistant at one clothing store. She spent her 
free time singing in cabarets. The song she often sang was called “Qui qu'a 
vu Coco”, which is why people started calling her Coco. Although she didn’t 
become a successful singer, she was noticed by one of the wealthy retired 
officers - Etienne Balsan.



He was fascinated by her performances and invited her to live in his 
Parisian house. At first, she liked living in a new, richly decorated house. 
However, it was difficult for her to get used to the status of a mistress. 
She spent years trying to understand what she actually wanted in life. 
Soon, she told Balsan that she wanted to become a milliner, but he only 
laughed at her idea. He said that there were so many milliners in Paris and 
Coco didn’t even have experience. Later, another man appeared in her 
life. It was Balsan’s English friend - Arthur Capel, also known as “Boy”. 
Since then, her life had radically changed. Arthur was a successful 
businessman with excellent entrepreneurial skills. He encouraged Coco to 
develop her idea and helped her to open her first store of ladies’ hats in 
Paris in 1910.



Three years later she opened a boutique in Deauville. From now on, she was a real businesswoman. Nothing could stop her 
neither the lack of experience, nor the First World War. She was an entrepreneur and a designer at the same time, creating 
her own elegant style. She became quickly recognizable among the famous ladies of Paris. Chanel became the first tailor 
who was the part of high society. She completely changed public opinion on designer’s labor. After the announcement of 
the Second World War, she closed all her showrooms as she understood that it was the wrong time for fashion. In 1944, she 
was arrested for a while because of the rumors about her affair with a German officer. After that she moved to Switzerland 
where she spent the next ten years.



Chanel’s glory was gradually disappearing, as the post-war fashion was mainly in the hands of Balenciaga and Dior houses. 
However, in 1953 she re-opened her salon in Paris and a year later she established her own fashion house. There was lots of 
criticizing in local newspapers, but she ignored them. All she needed was three years to restore her fame. Thus, a 70-year-old 
woman again changed the whole idea of fashion, making her style dominant. The great milliner died in 1971 at the Ritz Hotel 
in Paris. Her style is still considered to be the most elegant in the history of fashion.


