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Why do we do it

• To obtain detailed information about the 
qualities and weaknesses of the opponent

• It gives the coach the opportunity to 
prepare his training sessions with the opponent in 

mind

• Final objective: 
To provocate and exploit the weaknesses;

To antecipate and prevent the qualities

Opponent Observation
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How do we do it
• We control the opponent throughly by watching all 5 

games before we play them + we request videos of 
other games.

• The same report is given to the Manager and the 
players. This is given immediately in the beggining of 

the week 
(except on the day of the active recovery. Emotional & Mental 

rest)• The report and the DVD tend to repeat the 
information so 

 that the players can recall it more easily during 
match situations

• Based on the information: a report is put together, 
one DVD 

is edited and one Powerpoint presentation is 
compiled.
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What do we watch ?

The observation controls the 
following items:

• Offensive & Deffensive Organization 
(principles)• Offensive & Deffensive Transition

• Offensive 
combinations

• Game Patterns and Common 
behaviours

• 
Set-Play
s

• Individual 
Analysis
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THE REPORT
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THE OBSERVATION
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Offensive Organization

Offensive Organization

Offensive 
Organization

Possible 
system

Phases of 
Play1st phase- Build-up play; 2nd phase- Organization through 

midfield
3rd phase- Creation of opportunities; 4th phase- Finishing 

(scoring goals)

System Used



System of play used 
during games that we 

controlled
 

and

Possible system of play
(their adaptation against 

us)

Offensive Organization 
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Phases of Play
      1st Phase – Build-up 
play: Build-up from the Gk (short or long) 

Central defenders availability 

Full-backs positioning 

1st ball ? Flick or Lay-off

 1st station passes between players

2nd ball ? Strong or poor pressure

sho
rt
sho
rt
sho
rt
lon
g
lon
g

Pressure up or not – ideal?

Offensive Organization
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2nd Phase – Organization through 
midfield:

Pitch big behind or short? 

Pass pattern: Short or long

What behaviour under pressure?

Want width or constantly look deep

 Positional game (switch position?)

Team references - responsability

Who is more likely to lose possession ?

Offensive Organization
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Offensive Organization

3rd Phase – Creation of 
opportunities: Who links 2nd to 3rd phase?

Support behind (anchor man). Splits or 
sees deep

Midfield penetrations? Who? From 
where? 

Danger, from who? Where?

 Crosses. Early or late?

Strikers movement. Type?

Solutions for 1vs1, 1vs2 or 2vs1
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Offensive Organization

4th Phase – Finishing (scoring 
goals):

Who wants to shoot from outside?

In crosses- occupancy of the box

Who are the threats in the air? 

Which players simulate contacts?

Diagonals behind our defence

Strikers combinations. 
Explosiveness
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Deffensive Organization

Deffensive Organization

Deffensive 
Organization

As a Team In specific 
zones

Individually
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As a 
Team:

Deffensive Organization

Pressure – as a block or individually

Block High, Medium, Low

Visual references to pressure? 

Depth exposed or between lines

Control of the spaces

Shuffle movement – fast/ slow/ 
positional
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Deffensive Organization

In Specific zones – 
Offensive third:

Beggining of pressure – who?

Do they force centrally or out wide

Intensity of the pressure – Risk ! 

Desorganized – possible to play

Our full backs free- decisive
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Deffensive Organization

In specific zones – 
midfield:

Passive or active pressure

Midfielders together – spaces or not

Do they track our midfielders 
penetration?

Offensive or Deffensive anchor- what 
behaviour?
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Deffensive Organization

In specific zones – 
deffensive third:

Aerial game from defenders

Response to 1st and 2nd ball

Full backs closed or opened

Can we provocate to the ball?

Marking – zonal or man to man

Do they conceed fouls? Penalties?

GK- 2nd balls, control of depth, error
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Deffensive Organization

Individual
ly:

Ability to mark and to track players

Quick or slow? Ability to rotate

Individual position in relation to block

1vs1 ability

Agressiveness – fouls/ cards
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Game Patterns

Game Patterns

Action or behaviour, of one or more players, that 
happens with such frequency that denotes a 

pattern or a characteristic of their game 
organization (be it deffensive or offensive) 
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Offensive Patterns
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Deffensive Patterns
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Offensive Combinations

Offensive Combinations

Combination that involves two or more players, 
and that normally, mixes a pass with a 

movement. The combination is done with 
frequency and happens automatically during play
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Individual Analysis

Individual Analysis

Total Analysis of the characteristics of the each 
player (technical, tactical, physical, psychological) 
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Set Plays

Set Plays

• Set Plays for (lateral and frontal free-kicks, quick 
free-kicks, corners, throw-ins, penalties, kick-off)

• Set Plays against (lateral and frontal free-kicks, 
quick free-kicks, corners, throw-ins, penalties, 

kick-off)
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Conclusion:

Conclusion:

IF YOU FAIL TO PREPARE. PREPARE TO FAIL


